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It’s hard to believe how quickly time is flying by—here
we are already in 2025! | want to take a moment to
reflect on the incredible journey we’ve had since
September 2024. Our charity has marked some truly
special milestones—none more significant than
celebrating 25 years of supporting foster carers and
children. Seeing so many of you come together in
October and November to mark this occasion was a
testament to the heart and dedication that make our
fostering community so special.

Another highlight has been the success of our very first
fundraising activity, the 496 Challenge. Thanks to your
enthusiasm and generosity, we're thrilled to announce that
the funds raised will go towards an exciting adventure and
activity day for all our foster families this coming summer.
This decision was shaped by your feedback, reinforcing our
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Charity celebrates
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Welcome!
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commitment to listening to and supporting our incredicle
fostering community.

Now, as we look ahead, our 25th anniversary is not just a
moment to reflect but a launchpad for growth and new
opportunities. The need for foster carers has never been
greater, and we are committed to expanding our reach,
welcoming more incredible people into our fostering family,
and ensuring every child who needs a loving home can find
one. If you or someone you know has ever thought about
fostering, now is the perfect time to take that first step and
join usin making a real difference.

As always, we remain deeply grateful for each and every one
of you—our foster carers, staff, and supporters—who make
a difference in the lives of children and young people every
single day. We hope this newsletter brings you updates
inspiration, and a reminder of how ¢
valued you are.

Wishing you all a wonderful and
exciting year ahead!

Qrenke G
Sam Ram

Chief Executive Officer

Events & Activities Highlights — Pages 2 + 25th
FCC FOCUS & News - Pages 3,5

Meet the Team — Page 4

Training Spotlight — Page 6

Achievements & Compliments — Pages 4, 7, 8
Kidz Zone — Pages 7, 8
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In The News!

In September Steve Hughes joined Steve Field for a series
of radio interviews highlighting fostering and encouraging
more people to apply to become foster carers. The dynamic
duo featured on local radio news in the Midlands and
Northwest as well as recording a Talking Life podcast and
being interviewed on Heart & Smooth Radio - reaching over
4.9 million listeners!

8/10

Steve Field and Steve Hughes were very nice guests whose wealth of experience came through
clearly, Their passion was evident in every answer, and they handled the subject matter with care

given how sensitive talking about children in care can be, They were a pleasure to have on and one
the hosts would love to have them on again to see how the U.K's foster care situation evolves over
time.

SPOKESPERSON FEEDBACK

@ Thank you

Wellbeing Steve & Liz!
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Here are some of the places we’ve been to on our recruitment days
Thank you to all our SSWs and staff for being the face of FCC at these events. If anyone
BR | ST'] | D E has any ideas of events that we can go to for recruitment in 2025, please let us know.

- 7 FOSTER
;| We need more foster carers

Know Someone Who Would LOVE to FOSTER?
Note: You must bea
current FCC foster carer to YO U canearnu p to £1 0 0 0

take advantage of this offer.

Ifyou refer a couple the fee when you refer someone.

is £1000. The fee is per new . . ..
w fostering household, not £100is payable when we receive a completed Application

per person referred. Form AND a Form F Assessment is started.
Afurther £200 is payable when they are approved as a foster
carerwith us.

Don’t forget to make sure YOU are listed on the Registration
of Interest form as the person who referred them!




Meet the Team
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Staff Spotlight!

@1 I vicky Young

Supervising Social Worker

I joined FCC at the end of Nov 2024 as a Supervising Social Worker in the south west region. | believe that
the key to making positive changes lies in good relationships and great communication and care. When | was
a (mature!) student | did a work placement with FCC as part of my Social Work degree. It is lovely to return to
the agency that has now become a charity and to see some familiar, smiley faces. My previous roles have
been within the Local Authority and | am really excited to be working at FCC as it is so family-centred,
supportive and focused on improving the well-being and futures of young people in foster care.

My favourite part of my role is meeting with our wonderful foster carers and the young people and having a
good long chat or doing an activity together. | plan to arrange activity days and support groups to get people
togetherand connected.

%\&», I am an active person who loves trying new things, travelling, playing games and doing crafts. | believe there

y sz, P i ; is always something new to learn and will try my hand at most things! | am also an animal lover and enjoy long

walks with my dog and cuddles with our pet guinea pigs, Timone and Pumbah.

I am loving my role as Education Specialist at FCC having joined in August 2024. Before working
for FCC I was a teacher and worked in schools around the country. | support our carers to ensure
that every child has the opportunity to enjoy their education and achieve amazing things. |
Kate Punt monitor attendance, progress and enjoyment through communicating with carers, SSWs and
school staff. The best part of my job is sending certificates and praise cards to celebrate the

Education

Specialist  nNuge number of achievements each month, from being awarded star of the week to achieving
qualifications at GCSE and A-Level.

Yoo

Carer Compliments
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LAC SW: Thankyou Liz & Steve so much for caring and loving my N. The girl
she came toyou as is definitely not the same girl she is leaving as. N would
not be the confidence and feisty young lady if it wasn’t for your love and
support over the 6.5 years she has lived with you. It has been lovely
working with you.

Welcome New Carers!

Hannah & Matthew Ashpole

Sandra & Anthony

Chenoweth Fostt.er.carers
Lorraine & La.nce Hill Jv:s‘ig:g;do;i
Andrew & Emily Severn

Samuel & Karen Hodgson

Katie Yates

ni'ni

Foster child feedback on how great it is living with Rosemary
& Michael R - Thank you!

AR feedback from CSW - “Glen & Laura have been supportive
of Kin her school transition. They have offered her emotional
warmth and K has a secure attachment with them. | commend
their efforts particularly with K's phobia.”

Teacher feedback: “Sonia has brought smiles back to the
faces of these children - well done Sonia!”

Compliment from Mum to FC Katrina at family time “I know
how good you are with them and | want them to stop with you
if they cant go home.”
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FCC News

Fundraising Update!

Our 2024 charity Christmas

card featuring jumper designs 3 'sl-Wﬁ hallenge
from children in the FCC c& E R

family, was available to buy for

the first time. Funds raised Donations
from card sales over the Received!
Christmas/New Year period

were just over £100 Thankyou to everyone

who supported
#FCCA96Challenge24 RS FT
Congratulations to Levi age 7, who won our Christmas e g oo i of €300 ore

design competition with his cute reindeer jumper. in Gift Aid aswellasthe ;. ..
core donations. These

funds are being used
for a summer 2025 FCC
families activity day.
Details coming soon!

You may have seen the FCC
¢ Christmas treesin

8 Worcester, Chester and
Sheffield Cathedrals in

December, showcasing all NEM, Help us get a £1000
| the Christmas jumper go - " Movement For Good Award
fl designs. . ‘Q' Nominate FCC today
We received £25 in - (W) online at
donations from the people in o 4’?0 o https.//movementforgood
Sheffield who visited the .com/
festival.

. THANK YOU! to everyone who participated in our Christmas office raffle.
Save the Children We raised £109 for our cause - Save the Children Middle Eastern Appeal

CARE Can you help support our carer recruitment?

Over the past six months, there has been so much to be proud of. In my role as ADM, | am
constantly amazed by the fantastic outcomes our children achieve. These successes are
only possible because of the dedication and love that every one of our foster carers gives
to the children in our care, alongside the unwavering support from our staff. For that, |
am truly grateful and incredibly proud of everyone who is part of the FCC family.

As always, the need for foster carers remainsvital in providing children with a loving,
family home.
We need carers to support
our recruitment efforts—if you are able to spare some time to attend our face-to-face
Steve Field events or help with social media posts, please let Catherine know. It would be fantastic to
Director of Childcare have foster carers involved in growing the agency!

As a charity our aim is to transform the lives of even more children and young people. Our
fundraising and promotion activities will help us to provide more care, well-being and
support activities for both our foster carers and the children they look after. > >
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Diary Dates!

Thankyou to everyone who has been
139 learners active on our BESPOKE eLEARNING
platform launched in 2024.
395 courses There are lots of training courses available \ﬂ\é\

including one which helps understand how to
use the training website itself.

Training e
age

Now you can allocate the courses you want to do

39 in progress yourself, stop/start a course as needed and Share Your Feedbcack
track your progress throughout the course.

@ training@fccharity.org.uk

i i e Knife crime awareness
Thera.peuFlc.Parentmg Internet Safety " Missfromenre
with Vicki Wood with Skips Educational e Caring fora child of Polish
4th & 11th March 13th March heritage
Live via Zoom L Foeuia Zawii e Managinga child’sanger

10am-12 noon
You must attend both days

Mandatory Training

* Understanding distressed
behaviour

* CSEandCSA

 Knife crime booklet

Mandatory Training Focus 2025 - Look out for email updates with dates/times to book
 E-safety/Internet safety (Spring Term) 1.5 hours (virtual) up to 25 people per session
e First Aid (Summer Term) 4.5 hours (face to face) up to 12 people per session
* Managing Challenging behaviour (Autumn Term) 3 or 5 hours (face to face)up to 12 people per session

Updated Courses in eLEARNING
https://fcc.fosteringtraining.com/catalog

Child sexual exploitation & Child sexual abuse
The updated versions of these courses in our eLEARNING
centre address the ever-evolving methods perpetrators
use for exploitation, with a particular focus on online
avenues.

Preparing to welcome a foster child

Whether you are new to fostering or experienced, this
updated eLEARNING course will provide further guidance
on best practices to ease a child’s transition into your
home, making this challenging time as comfortable and
safe as possible for them.

<x FIRST AID For
'”%Uod Skils Foster Carers
(.,TRAININGBG  gpialist training 4.5 hours

The First Aid for Foster Carers Course is a short
course designed to give learners the knowledge and
skills to deal with an emergency in the home.
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Children’s Achievements

THE DRAKTHARS Fgm ;

entacles wrapped around my throat.

It was the end. This was it. The end of everything. There WG;
C g that we could do. Babies were fullmg to the ground, T L.
ding me. They had destroyed the world, they had my Gt g o :
fault. They did this.The Drakthars. They Respect - Responsisifisy - resll |
were destroying my world. | escaped R
survived, my sword in its throat. | glanced
Jefield. Blood was dripping from all the
n it hit me. Darkness filled my eyes. It was

| couldn't breathe. The t

Honeyisa
published
author!

Great to have you visit FCC |
for your work experience
A o
) .Afuture careerin

social services? Keep in
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Congratulations to Chelsea, Ryan, Blake
and Hermione for your starring roles in

this year’s panto - Cinderella. Another
sell out set of performances, what a

fantastic result! . T ) -
‘“‘. S8 What an amazing experience
es e Pl in Nairobi, Kenya! Thank you

for sharing all the wonderful
photos and videos of your
trip. Great to see all the new
i friends!

Congratulations on
becoming Maths
Ambassador for your
class! And amazing
Geography skills!

Congratulations on becoming
School Councillor for your
class! And earning your
Communications & sleepover
badges at Cubs!

Congratulations Alfie!
What a fantastic achievement -
getting your certificate for your
progress in science at school.

o©

we’re so proud of
you achieving the
School Values
award
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Achievements Activities
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( Whatfabulouscostumesandspookydecoratlons superjob
il Scven- Tru, Reine-Tru, Arlo, Paris, Zeb-Ali, Harper, Bailey and Nevaeh!

Create Your Own

Fuluh

What do you want to achieve? Where do you want to go? Who do you want to
be? What activities do you love? Who do you want in your friendship groups?
What do you want to learn or experience?

|

LT

It’s great to have a clear vision of what you want. How about putting together
your own vision board and really bringing your hopes and dreams to life.
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Share your dreams with us

Send a photo of your vision board or future
mind map to us via email -
kidz@fccharity.org.uk

This challenge closes at the end of March
2025. All the entries will got into a draw to
win a gift voucher to the brand or retailer of

. o . your choice. Let us be onyour support team!
By sharing your aspirations, others will be able to help you get to where you want

to go. It helpsyou and everyone to focus on what is important to you.

© 2025 The Foster Care Charity. Registered charity number 1201143
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25th Anniversary Launch
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THE Foster Care Charity has provided homes for over 1.300 chddren since 1999 image: The Foster Care Company

Charity celebrates ......-.....

and our first year as an official

- charity in October 2024. Roxy our
2 5 yea rs o ca rl n g new head of finance whipped up
some delicious cakes for the
anniversary launch event at the
FCC Malvern office. Carers in the

A charity has celebrated 25 years

Mathan Russell

.-.f : J.,'f‘”{'”i"' b ———— East region enjoyed a birthday day
rich | Inr'\ we are mindiual of the

I I 'l'rl Ilr e hll us throughou
sad fact that there ar &

ad fact th TR out at Jimmy’s Farm to celebrate
Aren thamn &ver In thi [ [1] o g and el

: ! ng weve made a st Amyne -'."'r'{;"'“fi-. i foseee  and our Midlands foster families
il of tiow 8 chartyocs e "% had a crazy birthday adventure at
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e i . nathan russell : newsquest. Carers had a fantastic evening at

the theatre seeing The Wizard of 0z

JIMMY’S FARM & WILDLIFE PARK

eftare the good life
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2 Highlights From
25 Years of Caring!
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